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Gay politics has come a
long way, from criminal
sanctions to anti-discrimi-

The new frontier for gay politics

nation laws and now ay politics has come a long way, from criminal sanctions to
domestic rights and mar- anti-discrimination laws and now domestic rights and mar-
riage. All along the way, riage. While the issue is still a flashpoint for partisan politics
CALIFORNIA has been at nationally, CALIFOR.NIA is |n. the.forefro.nt'of cthange.
In the 29 years since California decriminalized homosexual sex,
the forefront OfChange' California’s gay community has made a quantum leap. After ousting the




government from their bedrooms, gay leaders have worked with increasing
success to get homosexuals the full rights of other citizens.

Nationally, gays are making dramatic legal and cultural progress. Sitcoms
and even reality shows now feature gay characters, while a landmark MASSA-
CHUSETTS high court decision has ruled that same-sex couples can't be
excluded from marriage. At the same time, President Bush and national Repub-
licans are fighting back by considering a constitutional amendment that will
prevent same-sex marriages.

Since 1975, numerous California gay leaders have transformed themselves
from activists seeking change from the outside to insiders who occupy offices
in the corridors of power. California has the first official gay caucus of legisla-
tors in the nation, including four Assembly members and one state senator.

Even in California, though, the issue of gay rights remains divisive. Three
years ago, opponents of the idea successfully passed Proposition 22 with 61
percent of the vote, which was aimed at preventing gay marriages by stating
marriage is only between a man and a woman.

continued on page 11

Budget & taxes

REGONIANS VETO TAX HIKE : OREGON voters overwhelm-

ingly rejected Measure 30 last Tuesday, reaffirming their opposition to

a tax increase and adding momentum to the national anti-tax move-
ment. The referendum on the $1.2 billion tax hike passed by the Beaver State Leg-
islature last year lost by a 3-to-2 margin, an even more resounding defeat than the
one suffered by a smaller tax referendum back in Jan. 2003. Lawmakers appear to
have gotten the message this time. "The voters have clearly spoken," said Senate
President Peter Courtney (D), a sentiment that was echoed in a written statement
by Gov. Ted Kulongoski (D). Supporters had hoped to convince Oregonians that
Measure 30’s passage was necessary to protect essential services. The measure’s
failure will trigger $545 million in automatic budget cuts on May 1, which will sig-
nificantly impact public schools, the state’s health insurance plan for the working
poor and police crime labs. Opponents contended the measure would have cost the
state jobs and hurt the economy. Its defeat is a major victory for national tax groups
that helped defeat a tax increase in ALABAMA last fall and were hoping to send a
message to other states considering similar action. (STATELINE.ORG, STATES-
MAN JOURNAL [SALEM], ASSOCIATED PRESS, WASHINGTON POST,
OREGONIAN [PORTLAND])
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PA GOV RELEASES BUDGET: PENN- . .
SYLVANIA Gov. Ed Rendell (D) introduced The Week in Sessio
his 2004-05 budget plan last week. The $2 2SN ER MW=Lt (1] EYRSI-tt{ el B
billion proposal would increase spending by ﬁ$ Qi’, fAA[;’CMOé’G@”':/:;\I',AMg’ ,'\;’S"N,\’IEK,S‘
about 4% — mainly for higher education, ma gNsENSEN AN Nl Ol N S SIORs] ok
transit, libraries and other programs hit hard TN, US, UT, VA, VI, WA, W, WY
last year’s cuts — funded by higher revenug i’};ﬁf‘;f&?i?eda' Session:
from the Keystone State’s improving econo
and a significant increase in the state inco
tax that took effect Jan 1. Rendell told lawmg N
ers the plan was “less risky” than the budget EB r;anIAy ,\F,l);?gr';rf]tg:for 2005), WY
proposed last year, which included over $1 )

L L . States Adjourned:

lion in taxes and $650 million in new educati YA e N U ol s aN o7 NN oy R o1
programs. But the 2004-05 plan is still likely t ,\?C zE |\?c "FbL","ﬁﬁ ,,N'Zgo"lzggi:igﬁ?;m
face problems in the General Assembly. FOIJEEE PV IR RN RNV
one thing, the $250 million Rendell is seeki . . _ _
for education greatly exceeds the $175 millig etters indicate Spec:gfﬁfg?;?: zeste;,sggj
Republican leaders agreed to in lengthy bud
discussions back in December. But an even more contentious issue is the gov-
ernor’s proposal to borrow more than $2 billion for environmental protection
and economic development programs, which drew immediate criticism from
the Republican leadership. "It's borrow, borrow, borrow, spend, spend, spend,
and it's wrong, wrong, wrong," said House Majority Leader Sam Smith (R).
(PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER, PITTSBURGH POST-GAZETTE)

States in Recess:
CA"d", CA"e"

BUSH BUDGET MIXED BAG : There was good news and bad news for two of
the nation’s most populous states in President Bush’s 2005 budget plan. The $2.4 tril-
lion budget proposal contains no significant increase in federal funding for CALIFOR-
NIA, despite Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger's (R) repeated appeals to Washington for
help with the state’s budget mess. The governor had hoped the budget would address
the disparity in federal funding for California he contends is the result of the federal
government’s use of inequitable formulas to distribute many of its grant programs, par-
ticularly Medicaid. It will now be up to the state’s Democratic congressional delegation
to try to remedy that situation. The one bright spot for California in the president’s bud-
get is the significant increase in homeland security spending. With its many potential
targets for terrorist attack, the Golden State may garner a considerable portion of that
money. NEW YORK is another state likely to benefit from the $1.4 billion Bush has
earmarked for homeland security, particularly given the administration’s decision to
alter its formula for distributing that money to provide more aid to high-threat areas.
(SACRAMENTO BEE, ROCHESTER DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE)
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Bird’s-eye view

Ja1ioday awD a1eiodio) :82In0s

VA LAWMAKERS PORK UP BUDGET : The main focus of the VIR-
GINIA General Assembly in the opening weeks of the legislative session has
been closing the $1 billion gap in the state’s budget. But that did not stop
House lawmakers from proposing $8.1 billion in additional spending for local

continued on page 5

Picking out the bad apples

Which state is the most corrupt? According to a new report from
the Corporate Crime Reporter (CCR), a Washington D.C.-
based newsletter, that honor falls to MISSISSIPPI, with NEBRASKA
earning the title of least corrupt. The report based its findings on a
review of all federal public corruption convictions in each state between 1993 and
2000, as determined by statistics from the Department of Justice. Those num-
bers were then compared to each state’s 2002 population to calculate the overall
rate of corruption convictions per 100,000 state residents. State and local prose-
cutions are not factored into the study. The map below shows the ten most and
least corrupt states as ranked by their rate of convictions. To learn how each
state fared visit the CCR Web site at http://www.corporatecrimereporter.com/

- The fan s cornopl skaleg
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projects and programs. The spending proposals include requests for $2 million
for the “Great Dismal Swamp Interpretive Center,” $500,000 for two museums
in Richmond and $650,000 to eradicate zebra mussels from a quarry in Prince
William county. More than half of the proposals came from Democrats, who
make up only about a third of the chamber. And of the requests submitted by
Republicans, nearly half came from members who had signed anti-tax pledges.
House Appropriations Chairman Vincent F. Callahan Jr. (R), who has the task of
wading through the requests and weighing their merits, reminded lawmakers on
the floor that they would need to find some money if they wanted their projects
funded. If the comments of Del. Christopher B. Saxman (R), who chairs the
House Cost-Cutting Caucus, are any indication, lawmakers aren’t that serious
about their proposals. “People who want something from government should
have a chance to make their case,” Saxman said. “So | put mine in — if they go,
they go; if they don't, they don’t.” (WASHINGTON POST)

— Compiled by KOREY CLARK

Politics & Leadership

AWMAKERS CALL FOR ETHICS REFORM: CONNECTICUT

legislative leaders unveiled their plans for the upcoming session last

week, the day before Gov. John G. Rowland (R) delivered his annual
State of the State address. But while Rowland avoided any mention in his speech of
the ethical lapses that have resulted in the first impeachment investigation of a sit-
ting governor in the state’s history, the Democratic and Republican lawmakers
focused squarely on that issue. Topping the list of legislative priorities announced
by both parties were plans to strengthen the state’s ethics laws, including provi-
sions to extend the statute of limitations and increase penalties for ethics violations,
and reform the bidding process for state contracts. Lawmakers have plenty of other
concerns, including medical malpractice, education and the environment, and
many have said publicly that they will not let the impeachment proceedings prevent
them from pursuing those issues. But privately, some say it will be difficult to focus
on other matters while the investigation is ongoing, particularly with several senior
lawmakers serving on the impeachment committee. (NEW YORK TIMES)

IL GOP PROPOSES HOUSECLEANING: Republican lawmakers in
ILLINOIS have proposed merging two statewide offices and abolishing a third to
help bridge the state’s projected $1.5-2 billion budget gap. The GOP filed two
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constitutional amendments last Monday, one of which would merge the offices of
comptroller and treasurer, while the other would do away with the position of
lieutenant governor. State Treasurer Judy Baar Topinka, who spearheaded the
amendment to consolidate the office of comptroller with her own, estimates that
the merger could save the state as much as $15 million per year. And the GOP
estimates that dissolving the office of lieutenant governor could save the state at
least $2.5 million annually. House Minority Leader Tom Cross (R) also pointed
out that since the office has only one duty under the lllinois Constitution — suc-
ceeding the governor in the event of his death — lieutenant governors often have
"nothing to do." The GOP said the proposed amendments would have bipartisan
support, with similar legislation having been pushed by the Democrats in the
past. (QUAD-CITY TIMES)

CA ASSEMBLY SPEAKER STEPS DOWN: Speaker Herb Wesson (D)
relinquished control of the CALIFORNIA Assembly, after a short two-year stint
in the position. Wesson, whose most recent accomplishment was a deal with Gov.
Arnold Schwarzenegger (R) to place two budget-rescuing measures on the March
ballot, is being forced out of office by term limits. While fellow lawmakers
praised him at a three-hour send-off last week as a fair and considerate leader,
critics say he failed to take on the Golden State’s most serious problems. Bruce
Cain, director of the Institute of Governmental Studies at UC Berkeley, blamed
California’s term limits law, which makes it impractical for legislators to take on
complex or unpopular issues that aren't likely to show results in the six years
they are allowed to serve. Wesson is being replaced as speaker by Assemblyman
Fabian Nunez (D), who has the potential to run the chamber for five years, the
longest anyone has served in the post since Willie Brown (D) — the self-pro-
claimed “Ayatollah of the Legislature” — was term-limited out of office in 1995
after 14 years as speaker. (LOS ANGELES TIMES)

— Compiled by KOREY CLARK

Governors

LANCO MAKES ETHICAL APPEAL: New LOUISIANA Gov.

Kathleen Blanco (D) has informed her staff that she expects them to

adhere to a higher standard of ethical behavior than even that required
by Pelican State law. The directive was recently relayed to more than 80 members
of Blanco’s administration by Andy Koppin, the governor’s chief of staff. Koppin,
who served in a similar position for former Gov. Mark Foster (R), was joined in
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the presentation by two members of the state’s Ethics Board. The trio laid out a
variety of ethical do’s and don’ts on everything from taking gifts (coffee cups and
key chains are ok) to accepting meals from special interests (not okay). Koppin,
who also noted that he could not remember ever having such a meeting under Fos-
ter, said the new governor is just trying to be sure her staff knows what is expected
of it. Louisiana was recently named the third most corrupt state in the nation by
Corporate Crime Reporter, a Washington D.C.-based political newsletter (See
Bird’'s Eye View). (THE ADVOCATE [BATON ROUGE])

EHRLICH LOOKING TO END SMART GROWTH? One year after going
to bat to save the Old Line State’s Office of Smart Growth from the budget axe,
MARYLAND Gov. Robert Ehrlich (R)

has now proposed to abolish the office u Ote
by folding it into the state’s Depart- s
ment of Planning. If so, it would mean “Evidence establishing

the end of one of the most visible pro- his guilt is overwhelm-

_ing, and his conversion
grams enacted under former Demo to faith and his mentor-

cratic Gov. Parris N. Glendening, who  jhg of others, while com-
pushed the state to the forefront of mendable, do not

what was then a national movement  diminish the cruelty and
destruction he has

toward anti-sprawl urban planning. inflicted on so many. His
Environmentalists say the proposal is is not a case for clem-

an indication that Ehrlich is not dedi-  €NCY.”
CA Gov. Amold Schwarzenegger

cated to land preservation and revital- (R) explaining his denial of a
ization of older communities, a charge  clemency hearing to a convicted
his office denies. Ehrlich spokesperson murderer scheduled for

execution this week.
Chuck Gates says the concept of smart

growth is not being abandoned, just reorganized in a more cost effective way. Gates
also emphasized that no other state has a separate entity devoted solely to smart
growth planning. (BALTIMORE SUN)

SCHWARZENEGGER DENIES CLEMENCY : CALIFORNIA Gov.

Arnold Schwarzenegger (R) has already faced a multitude of tough decisions dur-
ing his short, tumultuous time in office, but probably none more so than the one he
made recently to deny clemency to a convicted murderer scheduled to be executed
on Feb 10. Schwarzenegger, whose most famous movie character was a robotic
killing machine called “the Terminator,” cited the heinous nature of the crime in his
statement regarding the decision. The condemned man, 46-year-old Kevin Cooper,
was convicted of murdering two adults and two children in the San Diego area after
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escaping from prison in 1983. One child was also seriously injured, but survived.
The refusal was hailed by some and condemned by others, including several of the
governor’s Hollywood peers. But Schwarzenegger was undeterred, even refusing to
grant Cooper a clemency hearing. Schwarzenegger is the first Golden State gover-
nor to deny such a hearing since the death penalty was reinstated there in the
1970's. (SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE)

GOVERNORS IN BRIEF: ARIZONA Gov. Janet Napolitano (D) has called
for a comprehensive investigation into the state’s prison system in the wake of a 15-
day ordeal that featured two corrections officers being
u n q u Ote held hostage by prisoners (ARIZONA REPUBLIC). »
An attempt to override a veto by WISCONSIN Gov.
“The governor is clearly Jim Doyle (D) of legislation that would have allowed
ramming this through. He :
Badger State residents to carry concealed weapons

knew there was a ground-
swell of support for Kevin failed by one vote. The deciding vote was cast by

Cooper.” _ _ Republican Gary Sherman, who voted in support of the
Lance Lindsey, executive bill iust th th sh id he ch q
director for Death Penalty Focus, Il just three months ago. sherman said he change
decrying the governor’s decision. his mind because he felt fellow Republicans were

(SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE)  seeking the override only to embarrass Doyle (MIL-
WAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL)s CORRECTION: The January 26 Capitol
Journal mistakenly identified Mike Leavitt as the governor of UTAH. Leavitt is
actually the new head of the federal Environmental Protection Agency. Utah’s gov-
ernor is Republican Olene S. Walker.

— Compiled by RICH EHISEN

Hot Issues

BORTION:: A federal judge rules th&tIRGINIA's law barring late-

term abortion is unconstitutional. The law, passed last year, makes it a

crime for doctors to perform partial birth abortion procedures. State
officials say they will appeal the decision (WASHINGTON POST).

BUSINESS TheKENTUCKY House unanimously approves HB 319, a hill
that would require equal treatment for Bluegrass State banks in other states and “for-
eign” banks in Kentucky. It moves to the Senate (COURIER-JOURNAL [LOUIS-
VILLE]). « DELAWARE makes corporate data for all of the state’s 580,000
incorporated businesses available online. The information had previously only been
available via a 900 number or in person (BURLINGTON FREE PRESS).
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CIVIL RIGHTS : TheMASSACHUSETTS Supreme Judicial Court rules
that only full and equal marriage rights for gay couples would satisfy Bay State
constitutional requirements. The ruling came in response to the state’s query of
whether civil unions, which convey the legal rights of marriage but not the title,
would fit under the constraints of the court’s earlier decision to require lawmak-
ers to come up with legislation that would pass constitutional muster (ASSOCI-
ATED PRESS). « ThéNDIANA Senate overwhelmingly approves a resolution
that would specifically exclude the possibility of gay marriage in the Hoosier
State. If passed by the House and General Assembly, the proposal would go
before voters for final approval (SOUTH BEND TRIBUNE). « T@#IO Leg-
islature gives its final approval to HB 272, one of the most sweeping bans of
gay marriage in the nation. The legislation also prohibits state agencies from
giving benefits to both gay and heterosexual domestic partners. Gov. Bob Taft
(R) says he will sign the bill (NEW YORK TIMES).

CRIME & PUNISHMENT: A VIRGINIA Senate committee approves
legislation that would make it a crime for drivers to refuse to take a blood-alco-
hol test. They also approve a bill that would eliminate bail for someone arrested
on a third drunk driving charge, and would mandate a minimum year in jail
upon conviction. Both proposals now go to the House (WASHINGTON POST).

« A KENTUCKY House panel adopts HB 157, legislation that would raise
fines imposed upon drunk drivers by $75, with the proceeds going to help fund
state programs for people with brain injuries. The bill moves to the full House
(COURIER-JOURNAL [LEXINGTON]). * A jointWEST VIRGINIA legisla-

tive committee votes in favor of SB 166, which will lower the Mountain State’s
blood alcohol threshold for being legally drunk from 1.0% to .08%. The bill
now goes back to both chambers for consideration, but it is considered likely to
be approved. Lowering the standard will prevent the state from losing $2.6 mil-
lion in federal highway funding this year (CHARLESTON GAZETTE). « The
WASHINGTON Senate approves SB 6161, legislation that would require all
Evergreen State police departments to adopt uniform policies on dealing with
domestic violence complaints against their officers. It now moves to the House
(SEATTLE POST-INTELLIGENCER).

EDUCATION : TheNEW YORK Senate approves a bill that would require
Empire State universities to provide state police with the names of international
students who stop attending classes, which is a violation of their student visas.
Failure to do so could see the school hit with a $1,000 fine for each omission. It
moves to the Assembly (ROCHESTER DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE). « A
VIRGINIA House committee endorses legislation that would bar illegal immi-
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grants from attending the state’s public colleges and L
versities. It would also force colleges to remove illegal A C f {_}S ";

immigrants already attending those schools. It moves > I o
the full House (WASHINGTON POST). S late h et

Use your personal

ENVIRONMENT : TheWEST VIRGINIA Senate login: [ ]
approves HB 4022, a bill that would effectively ban A JEECEEEEH I—
Terrain Vehicles (ATV’s) from any paved roads. It go«EERils+X

back to the House for further consideration (CHARLEEE EeT{r LIEIEITE

TON GAZETTE). @ Full text

‘s mentioned in
HEALTH : A package of bills that would, among tate Net
other things, mandate that Medicare pay for in-home
care for the elderly passes its first test MBRMONT House committee. The
three-bill package moves to the full House (RUTLAND HERALD).  The
KENTUCKY House also touches on in-home care by approving HB 116,
which will allow some state Medicaid recipients to choose their care providers.
It moves to the Senate (COURIER-JOURNAL [LOUISVILLE]). « TREW
YORK Assembly approves a bill that would allow an oral “morning after” con-
traceptive to be sold over the counter without a prescription. It moves now to
the Senate, where similar legislation died last year (NEW YORK TIMES). ¢
More than 12,000MINNESOTA residents log on to a state-run Web site that
provides information on how to purchase low-cost prescription drugs from Can-
ada. It was the first weekend of operation for the site, which has the blessing of
Gov. Tim Pawlenty (R) (MINNEAPOLIS STAR TRIBUNE). « BLORIDA
House committee approves HB 333, legislation that would bar lawsuits against
fast food restaurants from plaintiffs who say the junk food has made them
obese. Lawsuits seeking damages from fast food suppliers have been filed in
bothCALIFORNIA andNEW YORK (ST. PETERSBURG TIMES).

POTPOURRI: An IOWA House panel approves legislation that would
make it a crime to bring a cellular phone with photographic capabilities into
locker rooms, bathrooms or other public places where people disrobe. It moves
to the full House (QUAD CITY TIMES). « ThEANSAS House gives the
green light to HB 2522, legislation that would prohibit private ownership of
electronic devices that can change traffic lights from red to green. The bill
motors on to the Senate (KANSAS CITY STAR).

— Compiled by RICH EHISEN
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SNCJ spotlight

Continued from page 2

In the Hopper

State Net's database tracks tens of
The opponents of the measure say that gay rigeIISEul S Al SEEE RS EVEREN

advocates in the Legislature have become so unriERAACIIEaEEEERIERI}
strained that they have overreached. Eventually, t whats in the legislative works:
believe these new laws will spark a backlash. Number of prefiles/intros

"People weren't paying attention to legislation SRS 8,967
over the past few years," said state Senator Pete Number of prefiles/intros
Knight (R), one of the backers of Proposition 22. ® overallin 2003: 215,613
"These bills haven’t affected people yet. Eventual
people will begin to understand the damage they ¢
do. They’ll wake up and want a change."

Although California doesn’t have the most Number enacted/adopted
extensive civil rights for gays and lesbians in the overall in 2003: 43,794
nation, many gay activists say it does rank near t _(ngggp'(';‘t’aBg’uﬁgfaZ%';"%gz
top. States, however, have approached the issue Source:State Net
ferently.

The Massachusetts high court’s ruling said discriminating against same-sex
couples that want a marriage license is unconstitutional, opening the door for a
same-sex couple to be treated entirely the same under state law. VERMONT's
high court had previously reached a similar decision, prompting the Legislature
and then Governor Howard Dean to create a separate category for same-sex
couples called civil unions, which confers fewer rights than full marriage.

HAWAII and California established a third category, domestic partnerships, that
allows same-sex couples some rights and benefits.

California is unique in that its Legislature acted independently to expand
gay rights without pressure from court decisions.

"In the last four years California has made tremendous strides in protecting
its LGBT [lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender citizens," said Geoffrey Kors,
executive director of Equality California, a gay rights organization. "California
did it on its own."

During his five years in office, California Gov. Davis (D), whose views
often remained a mystery to liberal party activists, was clear in his commitment
to gay rights, signing legislation banning discrimination against gays in schools,
establishing a domestic partners registry for same-sex couples and allowing
state unions to bargain for health benefits for same-sex partners.

Davis also signed AB 205 in 2003, which vastly expands the rights and
responsibilities of domestic partners, treating them nearly the same as married

Number of bills enacted/
adopted this week: 397
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couples in critical areas of state law, including child custody, child and spousal
support and property acquisition.

Under the law, which doesn’t take effect until 2005, partners won't have to
testify in court against each other, but they will have an obligation to pay each
other’s debt. They also must list the income of their partner when applying for
need-based benefits. Further, partnerships that last longer than five years or
include children have to be dissolved in court, using the same divorce laws that
apply to married couples. He also signed a bill requiring businesses that contract
with the state to treat domestic partners the same as spouses when it comes to
benefits.

Politicians like Davis are increasingly aware that there is political profit in rec-
ognizing the gay community. Next to African-Americans, gay voters are the most
loyal Democrats, according to a variety of exit polls. Further, gays make up 10 per-
cent of the vote in a Democratic primary in California and nationwide. Nationally,
all the major candidates for the Democratic Party’s presidential nomination favor
some form of domestic partnership for same-sex couples, although none of the
major candidates has endorsed gay marriage. Gay and lesbian activists have also
become regular and generous donors, and have organized a wide variety of politi-
cal and lobbying groups. Gay activists have also learned how to access govern-
mental assistance and get more involved in local and partisan politics.

But it hasn’t been easy. Assemblyman John Laird (D-Santa Cruz), an openly
gay member of the Legislature who has held various elected offices, believes that
gay elected officials have to meet higher standards. "I've always felt | had to be
significantly better than other politicians to get elected," he said.

State Senator Sheila Kuehl (D-Santa Monica), the first openly gay state leg-
islator to be elected in California, has established herself as one of the more pop-
ular and effective legislators at the Capitol. In the 2002 elections, she led a group
of Democrats who succeeded in electing more liberal legislators, including the
first openly gay male lawmakers, Democrats Mark Leno and Laird. Now, Kuehl
is a contender to replace Senate President pro Tempore John Burton, who will be
termed out of office this year.

Art Croney, a lobbyist for the Committee on Moral Concerns, which opposes
gay rights bills, said he believes gays have succeeded in part because they have
improved their public image.

During the 1980's, he said, young, rowdy men dressed in flamboyant clothes used
to descend on the Capitol each year to try to help pass a gay rights bill. Their appear-
ance contributed to the view that gays were on the margins of society and didn't have to
be taken seriously. Now gays are often represented by men and women in business
suits, who could just as easily be at home in a corporate boardroom as a gay rights rally.
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The increasing success of gay rights is also a reflection of greater public sup-
port. In 1977, the non-partisan California Field Poll reported that only 28 per-
cent of voters favored same-sex marriage. In 2003, that number had climbed to
42 percent.

The 2003 poll also reported widespread support for domestic partnership
laws, including 61 percent who support allowing committed same-sex couples
to receive benefits from each other, such as pension, health and dental coverage,
family leave and death benefits.

Still, Knight, whose son is gay, believes the Legislature is far more tolerant
of same-sex couples than the public. "It's not in the best interests of the state to
change the definition of marriage. What if three people come in and want to get
married? How are you going to refuse them?" he said.

Knight said he has dropped his plans temporarily to try to collect enough
signatures to put AB 205 before voters in a referendum. But he believes his
court challenge will knock out the new law on the grounds that it violates Propo-
sition 22 by changing the definition of marriage. Governor Schwarzenegger (R)
has said he supports gay rights and domestic partners, but he opposes the com-
prehensive domestic partners law signed by Davis because it is too close to mar-
riage. On a plane ride in December, however, Schwarzenegger told
Assemblywoman Christine Kehoe (D), who headed the gay and lesbian caucus
last year, that he wouldn’t support overturning AB 205. She’s not sure how he’ll
view other issues.

Although the departure of Davis probably means the golden era for gay rights
is over, many say that the movement will remain a lasting force in California poli-
tics. Most legislators, even conservatives, oppose discrimination against gays,
even if they don’t want to extend new rights to homosexuals. Further, conservative
opponents rarely, if ever, demean gays in floor speeches, legislators say.

California Assembly member Mervin Dymally (D) believes that even if
Kuehl doesn’t win the Senate’s top job, eventually a gay legislator will become
the Assembly speaker or Senate leader. The current gay and lesbian legislators
are "very respectable and they’re very able," he said.

Dymally calls gay rights laws such as AB 205 "inconceivable” back in 1975. "It
was like an unborn baby," he said. "We didn’t think that this was even possible."

— By BILL AINSWORTH

A longer version of this story originally appeared in the January 2004 edition of
California Journamagazine
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Once around
the statehouse lightly

HITE RABBIT SYNDROME. Rep. Shawn Mitchell was late, was late,

for a very important date. So, the COLORADO Republican invoked a rare

procedure that allowed his committee to end testimony on a bill and vote
on whether to send it to the full House for consideration. The committee subsequently
killed the bill. The bill? A Democrat-sponsored measure that would have banned legisla-
tors from also working as paid political consultants. Two of Mitchell's committee col-
leagues, both Republicans, would have been affected by the ban. According to the Denver
Post, Mitchell was in a hurry because he had a lunch date with a lobbyist.

JOB SECURITY. Want a little employment insurance in case your current job doesn’t
pan out? Then do what former Rep. Juba Diez did in LOUISIANA — create a job for yourself
elsewhere. Years ago, reports The Advocate of Baton Rouge, Diez, who once served as chair of
the House Transportation Committee, was instrumental in creating a $70,500-a-year slot as leg-
islative liaison for the state Dept. of Transportation. Last month, Diez, defeated for re-election
last fall, was appointed to the very same job by department Secy. Kam Movassaghi.

TRAVELING COMPANIONS. When Senate Pres. Jim King climbed aboard a
private plane for a trip to Las Vegas, NEVADA, for Super Bowl weekend, he knew
that fellow FLORIDA Sen. Alex Diaz de la Portilla would also be aboard. But the two
Republican lawmakers told the St. Petersburg Times that they were surprised to find
Billy Cypress also hitching a ride. Cypress is chairman of the politically potent Mic-
cosukee Tribe, which a year ago unsuccessfully tried — with King’s help — to strip
state and local law-enforcement agencies of jurisdiction on tribal land. Just a coinci- ®
dence, says King. No state business was conducted, he insists. Except a few words @
about renewed support for Cypress’ bill. That's all. No problem. Don’t worry aboutit. @

o

UNGUIDED MISSILE. Political observers in MARYLAND are amused, if noth- ()
ing else, by the antics of House Del. Donald Dwyer Jr., a first-term Republican who, ina @
brief career, has sued a fellow delegate, accused nine Democratic colleagues of castin%
“anti-American” votes and falsely accused the mayor of Annapolis of being anti-war.
Last month, notes the Baltimore Sun, Dwyer added to his reputation for unconventional
politicking by inviting the defrocked chief justice of the ALABAMA Supreme Court,
Roy Moore, to address the Maryland House. Moore was bounced from his job last fall
for refusing a court order to remove a monument of the Ten Commandments from his
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courthouse — a form of “judicial activism” Dwyer apparently finds appropriate.

FORE! OR, PERHAPS FIVE! That’'s how many times a month RHODE
ISLAND state Sen. John Celona golfed last spring and summer, with the tab paid for
by lobbyists. According to The Providence Journal, many lawmakers and other state
officials are routinely treated to meals and golf by high-powered special interests with
business before state agencies — including the Legislature. The revelations have
prompted some lawmakers to breathe new life into the state Ethics Commission, which
has not filed a conflict-of-interest complaint against a public official in over five years.

HOME FIELD ADVANTAGE. The place to stay for this summer’s Republican
National Convention at Madison Square Garden in Manhattan (NEW YORK, not
KANSAS) is the Sheraton New York Hotel and Towers. Last week, the GOP National
Committee met in Albany (New York, not GEORGIA) to hand out coveted hotel
assignments. And guess which state delegation got the Sheraton? New York, of course.
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