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More than 100,000 same-
sex couples are expected to 
apply for marriage licenses 

when a new CALIFORNIA 
law goes into effect this 

week. According to a new 
study, that could mean big 
bucks for the Golden State 

economy. 

Will gay marriage boost ailing Golden State economy?

When CALIFORNIA Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger (R) joked 
recently that the state Supreme Court’s decision to legalize gay 
marriage would mean big bucks for his financially strapped 

state, most observers took it as just another “Arnold being Arnold” moment. 
But with same-sex couples from across the state and around the country now 
lining up to take their wedding vows — and perhaps spend big bucks in the 
process — Schwarzenegger may soon have the last laugh. 

Top Story

Gay Marriage
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According to a new study 
from the University of California 
Los Angeles, more than half 
of CALIFORNIA’s estimated 
100,000 same-sex couples are 
expected to apply for marriage 
licenses when the new law goes 
into effect this week. The study 
also estimates that as many as 
68,000 out-of-state couples 
could travel to CALIFORNIA 
to take advantage of the new 
law. MASSACHUSETTS — the 
only other state with legal same-
sex marriage — does not allow 
out-of-state couples to marry if 
their union would not be legal 
in their home state, a caveat 
CALIFORNIA does not have. 
And while many couples will keep 
it simple, others are expected to 
celebrate their big event in style. 

All of which, the UCLA 
study says, could generate as 
much as $684 million for the 
CALIFORNIA economy over the 
next three years, creating 2,200 
jobs along the way. More than $70 million of that amount would go directly to state 
and local government coffers, with $64 million in additional tax revenue for the state 
and another $9 million in marriage-license fees for counties. 

The bulk of the spending is expected to be on the usual wedding accoutrements, 
including cakes, decorations, clothing, jewelry, etc, but the benefits could also 
spread out to other industries as well. For instance, some Southern California 
wedding planners say that in the weeks right after the court decision, same-sex 
customers who were planning civil union ceremonies immediately switched to 
wedding plans instead. With that, many of those couples adjusted their budgets 
significantly upward to include home and landscape renovations in order to 
accommodate larger services or lavish parties to celebrate the event. Many in the 
wedding industry see this as just the first entre into what could be an enormously 
lucrative and previously untapped market. 
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								            Bird’s eye view

State shield laws
Last May, the HAWAII Legislature  
approved HB 2557, a law which  
would make the Aloha State the  
34th to give journalists at least  
partial protection from being  
forced to reveal their sources.  
Gov. Linda Lingle (R) is expected to sign the measure 
into law. But many journalism advocates are pushing for 
a federal shield law, which has been creeping forward in 
Congress. That measure, the Free Flow of Information Act 
(S 2035), has been approved in the House, but has not 
been brought up for a vote in the Senate. Both presidential 
candidates, Democrat Barack Obama and Republican John 
McCain, have voiced support for the measure. 
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“The potential is incredible,” says Richard 
Markal, director of the Sacramento-based 
Association for Wedding Professionals International, 
a wedding industry trade group. “It will be a boon 
to California’s economy, no question. The impact’s 
going to be in the millions, easily.”

Marketing experts also cite the gay 
community’s comparatively high earning power. 
PlanetOut, a media and entertainment company that 
conducts surveys about gay and lesbian consumers, 
says gay consumers earn 20 percent more than 
their straight counterparts, on average, and spend 
about 10 percent more on civil union and other 
commitment ceremonies.

Donna Hoffman, a marketing professor and co-
director of the Sloan Center for Internet Retailing at 
the University of California, Riverside, says business 
from same-sex couples could be particularly 
good for online retailers, who allow shoppers the 
confidentiality they may not find in bricks and 
mortar outlets. “This is a multibillion-dollar business 
and [gays and lesbians] are virtually shut out from 
this commercial enterprise,” Hoffman says. “I think 
we can expect a lot of weddings, and these people 
need to be served commercially. This is a huge 
opportunity for Internet retailers.”

For officials in states without legal gay marriage, 
however, CALIFORNIA’s new law is more burden 
than blessing. Although 41 states have laws that prohibit same-sex unions, 27 of 
which are codified in the state constitution, many state officials openly fear dealing 
with a wave of newlywed couples who get married in CALIFORNIA and then return 

home to file suit in an effort to have 
those unions recognized in their own 
community. 

Nine states — ALASKA, 
COLORADO, FLORIDA, IDAHO, 
MICHIGAN, NEBRASKA, SOUTH 
CAROLINA, SOUTH DAKOTA and 

UTAH — tried to get the CALIFORNIA high court to stay its ruling until November, 
when state voters weigh in on a proposed constitutional amendment to define 
marriage as being only between one man and one woman. In a letter to the court, 

“It will be a boon to 
California’s economy, no 

question. The impact’s going 
to be in the millions, easily.” 

  

The week in session
States in Regular Session: AZ, CA, DC, 
DE, LA, MA, MI, NC, NH, NJ, NY,
 OH,
PA, RI, US

States in Special Session: AK “c”, AL 
“a”, CA “c”, CT “b”, CT “c”, MS “a”, PA “a”

Special Sessions in Recess: CA “a”,  
CA “b”

States in Perfunctory Session: IL 
Special Sessions “a”-”s”

States Currently Prefiling or Drafting 
for 2009: MT, ND 

States Projected to Adjourn: AZ, MS

States Adjourned in 2008: AK, AL, CO, 
CT, FL, GA, HI, IA, ID, IL, IN, KS, KY, MD, 
ME, MN, MO, MS, NE, NM, OK, SC, SD, TN, 
UT, VA, VT, WA, WI, WV, WY

State Special Sessions Adjourned in 
2008: AR “a”, CT “a”, DE “a”, LA “a”, LA
“b”, ME “a”, NC “b”, OR “a”, VA “a”, WI “c”, WI 
“d”, WI “e”, WV “a”

Letters indicate special/extraordinary sessions

—  Compiled By JAMES ROSS
(session information current as of 06/05/2008) 

Source: State Net database
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UTAH Attorney General Mark Shurtleff urged justices to delay the law’s effective 
date, saying “Absent a stay of the mandate in this case, that number [of lawsuits] will 
certainly be very large indeed...And unnecessarily so if a majority of California’s 
voters favor in November the proposed ballot measure.” Two conservative groups 
— Liberty Counsel in FLORIDA and the Alliance Defense Fund in ARIZONA also 

asked for a stay until after the 
possible November vote

The high court, however, 
rejected both of those 
challenges. Undaunted, Liberty 
Counsel filed another suit last 
week with the 1st District Court 
of Appeal in San Francisco, 
arguing that the wording of the 
Supreme Court ruling allows the 

lower court to set the terms and schedule for implementing the decision. As of this 
writing, no ruling has been issued on that challenge.  

But AGs may have less to fear than they think. A coalition of gay advocacy 
groups, from the American Civil Liberties Union to Lambda Legal, issued a six-page 
memo last week asking gay couples who marry in CALIFORNIA to refrain from 

taking the issue to court when 
they return to their own state. 
The memo further warned that 
the U.S. Supreme Court has 
traditionally refused to embrace 
major social change until a 

high number of states have already acted, and that the battle for marriage must be a 
strategic, state by state, court by court affair. “Bad rulings will make it much more 
difficult for us to win marriage, and will certainly make it take much longer,” the 
memo said.

For now, only two states will recognize gay marriages performed in 
CALIFORNIA. NEW YORK Gov. David Paterson (D) has already ordered the 
Empire State to recognize all marriages conducted in locales where they are legal, 
while RHODE ISLAND also recognizes those unions. 

But while some gay couples are clearly preparing to make the most of their 
window of opportunity, others appear to be playing it closer to the vest, at least for 
now. The San Francisco Convention & Visitors Bureau, for instance, says it has yet 
to see the deluge of hotel or travel bookings some others claim to be getting, which 
many would take as odd for one of the most gay-accessible cities in the world. 

But David Paisley, a consultant to the hotel and travel industry on gay and 
lesbian market research, says the bulk of the gay community may also be inclined 

“Absent a stay of the mandate 
in this case, that number [of 

lawsuits] will certainly be very 
large indeed...And unnecessarily 

so if a majority of California’s 
voters favor in November the 

proposed ballot measure.” 

“Bad rulings will make it much 
more difficult for us to win 

marriage, and will certainly make it 
take much longer.” 
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to wait and see what voters do in November before putting in the time and money 
for something that may get taken away again just a few months down the road. “If 
the window [for gay marriage] opens, hopefully it opens forever,” Paisley says. “So 
there’s no urgency right now.”

But others also note that it could be logistics more than the ballot measure that 
keeps some gay couples from tying the knot before November. June is traditionally 
the busiest month for weddings, with many venues and other wedding services 
booked at least a year ahead. That makes it tough for anyone who tries to squeeze a 
major event in over the next few months. 

There is also some reason to believe that Californians are losing interest in 
barring gays from marriage. Although Proposition 22, the 2000 initiative that 
banned same-sex unions in CALIFORNIA (that initiative was not a constitutional 
amendment), passed with more than 60 percent of the vote, a recent Field Poll shows 
that 51 percent of voters now approve allowing same-sex couples to wed. Nationally, 
a Gallup/USA Today survey shows even greater acceptance of same-sex unions, with 
63 percent of those polled saying such a union should be strictly a private decision. 

Regardless of which way CALIFORNIA voters go in November, most observers 
believe the gay marriage issue will ultimately be decided by the nation’s highest court. 
“Eventually the U.S. Supreme Court is going to have to rule on whether states have 
to recognize same-sex marriages from Massachusetts and California,” says Duke 
University law professor Erwin Chemerinsky. “What [gay marriage advocates] want 
is to postpone that as long as possible because attitudes are changing quickly, and the 
more marriage equality gets entrenched, the more it is going to be widely accepted.” 

(NEW YORK TIMES, LOS ANGELES TIMES, SACRAMENTO BEE, USA 
TODAY, STATELINE.ORG, THE FIELD POLL, STATE NET, WALL STREET 
JOURNAL, SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE, ABC NEWS.COM) 

— Compiled by RICH EHISEN

GOP FACING MORE CONGRESSIONAL LOSSES: The 2006 elections 
were not good for congressional Republicans, who lost control of both 
houses after suffering heavy losses to Democrats. But the bad times may 

not be over, with some predicting further GOP losses in both chambers in November. 
“A lot of Republicans thought that 2006 was the low point, and that simply isn’t 

the case,” said Nathan Gonzales, political editor for the nonpartisan Rothenberg 
Political Report, which has predicted Democrats will pick up eight to 12 seats in the 
House and three to five seats in the Senate.

Politics & leadership
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The nonpartisan Cook Political Report, predicts 
Democratic gains even slightly higher: 10 to 20 seats 
in the House and four to seven seats in the Senate. 
Senior Editor Jennifer Duffy said, “It’s like 2006 
never ended for Republicans.”

Among the various indicators of trouble ahead 
for Republicans are voters’ decidedly negative views 
of President Bush, rising gas prices and the weak 
economy. And Republicans have already lost three 
House seats in special elections in GOP-leaning 
districts this year.

Democrats also have a financial edge over 
Republicans. As of April, there was $45.3 million 
in House Democrats’ campaign war chest, while 
House Republicans only had $6.7 million. And in the 
Senate, Democrats had $37.6 million compared to 
Republicans’ $19.4 million.

Big GOP losses in the fall, however, would be unusual not only because one party 
rarely endures two bad congressional election cycles in a row, but also because the 
losses are expected in states normally seen as safe for Republicans, such as ALASKA, 
COLORADO, MISSISSIPPI and NORTH CAROLINA.

The Democrats’ 235-to-199-seat majority in the House already allows them 
to pass much of their agenda through that chamber. But many bills get held up in 
the Senate, where the Dems hold only 49 of the 100 seats, with two occupied by 
independents. The predicted gains would conceivably allow them to push a more 
ambitious agenda through both chambers.

But a lot can happen in the remaining few months before Election Day. And 
Republicans are hoping Sen. John McCain will aid their cause.

“McCain being at the top of the ticket improves the bad atmosphere, I think,” 
said retiring Rep. Jim McCrery (R-LOUISIANA). “I don’t think the atmosphere in 
November is going to be nearly as bad as it is now, or as pundits suggest.”

But other Republicans aren’t nearly as optimistic. Sen. John Ensign of NEVADA, 
who is heading Senate Republicans’ re-election effort, for example, told the Las 
Vegas Review-Journal recently that he thought it would be “a great night” if his 
party managed to hold Democratic gains in the Senate to three or four seats. (WALL 
STREET JOURNAL)

IL HOUSE SPEAKER ISSUES IMPEACHMENT INSTRUCTIONS: In 
keeping with the ongoing feud between ILLINOIS House Speaker Michael Madigan 
(D) and Gov. Rod Blagojevich (D), the speaker circulated a memo to legislative 
candidates last week instructing them on how to initiate impeachment proceedings 

Upcoming elections 
06/12/2008 - 07/03/2008

06/17/2008  
Maryland Special Election
US House (Albert Russell Wynn  
(4th district))

06/24/2008  
North Carolina Second Primary
House District 67
Senate District 05

Utah Primary Election
House  (All)
Senate  1, 5, 6, 8, 10, 13, 14, 16, 19, 20, 
23, 24, 25, 27, 29
US House (All)
Constitutional Officers:  Governor, 
Lieutenant Governor, Treasurer, Attorney 
General, Auditor
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against the governor. The memo, which ran 14 pages, compared corruption under the 
Blagojevich to a cancerous tumor that must be cut out. “One thing we learned from 
the [imprisoned former Republican Gov.] George Ryan case is that we should excise 
a tumor when it is first discovered; not leave it in the body to continue to spread 
and do further harm,” the memo stated. A spokesman for Madigan said the state’s 
Democratic Party, which Madigan chairs, sent the memo to a “bunch of candidates” 
who had requested information about impeachment. The state’s other top Democrat, 
Senate President Emil Jones Jr., didn’t support the action. “I think it’s wrong for the 
Democratic Speaker and Democratic Party Chairman to promote the impeachment of 
a Democratic Governor,” he said. “Impeachment is unwarranted in my opinion, and 
should not be used as a political tool.” (CHICAGO TRIBUNE)

POLITICS IN BRIEF: LOUISIANA Gov. Bobby Jindal (R) said last week 
he would let a bill (SB 672) that would triple legislators’ pay and which had already 
passed the Senate and been approved by a House committee become law without 
his signature. The governor said he didn’t want to give legislators any reason to 
sidetrack health care, education and tax initiatives he wants passed before the end of 
the session on June 23 (ADVOCATE [BATON ROUGE]). • ALASKA legislators are 
heading out on a tour of the state to get some face time with citizens before deciding 
whether to support a proposed $500 million natural gas pipeline deal with a Canadian 
company. Hearings are tentatively scheduled over the next month in Fairbanks, 
Anchorage, Palmer, Soldotna, Barrow and Ketchikan (ANCHORAGE DAILY 
NEWS). • Eight incumbent SOUTH CAROLINA legislators were turned out of 
office in last Tuesday’s primary elections. Among the more notable casualties were 
six-term Rep. Bob Leach (R), who was defeated by retired businessman Bill Wylie 
in the GOP primary for District 21 and six-term Rep. Fletcher Smith (D), defeated 
by Greenville City Councilwoman Chandra Dillard in the Democratic primary for 
District 23 (WYFF4 [GREENVILLE]). • A NEW YORK Supreme Court justice 
ordered the Legislature last week to give the state’s 1,250 trial judges their first salary 
increase in 10 years. Justice Edward H. Lehner gave lawmakers 90 days to implement 
the raises, but the judges may have to wait considerably longer if lawmakers appeal 
the decision (NEW YORK TIMES).

— Compiled by KOREY CLARK

PATRICK TO PITCH NEW KIND OF SCHOOL: In a move that could lead 
to a major showdown with Bay State teachers unions, MASSACHUSETTS 
Gov. Deval Patrick (D) is poised to a propose a new kind of public school that 

Governors
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would, in the words of one school official, 
“radically transform” the current system. 

Patrick’s plan would create “readiness 
schools” free of most state curriculum and 
hiring guidelines, similar to private charter 
schools. The new system would in theory 
adapt course offerings, clothing policies and 
even the length of the school year to each 
community’s particular needs. The schools 
would be governed by local boards rather 
than by districts and the state. 

Some education groups have voiced 
tentative support for the idea, including 
the powerful Massachusetts Teachers 
Association, which boasts nearly 108,000 
members. “We are open to other ways of 
doing things,” said MTA president Anne 
Wass. “Certainly we’re not negative. We’re 
willing to work with the administration on this.” 

But other unions are also waiting to hear more details before they come down 
one way or the other. “We’re open to new ideas, but we’re interested in protecting 
collective bargaining rights,” said Thomas Gosnell, president of the 27,000-member 

American Federation of Teachers 
Massachusetts. 

While the readiness schools 
share many similarities with charter 
schools, they would have different 

governance. Most charter schools are governed by the state, while local school 
committees would oversee readiness institutions. The new schools could also be 
created from existing public schools. And unlike charter schools, which typically 
admit students through a lottery system and often have long waiting lists, readiness 
schools would be open to all students in a district and have no admissions criteria.

Patrick plans to take his proposal to lawmakers later this month. If they approve 
the plan, the first schools would be open for the 2009-2010 school year, with a goal of 
having 40 of the new schools open within four years. (BOSTON GLOBE)

JINDAL GETS VOUCHERS: The LOUISIANA Senate handed Gov. Bobby 
Jindal (R) a major victory last week, approving HB 1347, a $10 million school 
voucher proposal that could allow as many as 1,500 low- to middle-income students 
in New Orleans to attend private schools at taxpayer expense. The bill faces one more 
vote in the House to review minor changes made in the Senate, but most observers 

In the hopper
At any given time, State Net tracks tens of thou-
sands of bills in all 50 states, the US Congress 
and the District of Columbia. Here’s a snapshot 
of what’s in the legislative works:

Number of prefiles last week: 283

Number of Intros last week: 1,216

Number of bills enacted/adopted last 
week: 1,123

Number of prefiles to date: 20,344

Number of Intros to date: 83,692

Number of bills enacted/adopted 
overall to date: 21,311

— Compiled By JAMES ROSS
(measures current as of 06/012/2008) 

Source: State Net database

“We’re open to new ideas, but 
we’re interested in protecting 
collective bargaining rights.” 
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believe the measure will be on Jindal’s desk very soon. 
Jindal made a school voucher program one of his top 
legislative priorities coming into the new session. In its 
current form, the plan would pay approximately $6,300 
or a participating private school’s mandatory tuition 
— whichever is less — directly to a private school for 
kindergarten through third-grade students who come 
from households that earn a maximum of 250 percent 
of the federal poverty level, or $53,000 for a family of four. (NEW YORK TIMES, 
TIMES-PICAYUNE [NEW ORLEANS]). 

STRICKLAND JUST SAYS NO TO VP TALK: Political pundits may have 
to stop mentioning OHIO Gov. Ted Strickland (D) as a possible running mate for 
Sen. Barack Obama’s Democratic presidential ticket. In an interview with National 
Public Radio last week, Strickland responded to questions about possibly joining 
the campaign by echoing the words of William Tecumseh Sherman when the famed 

Union general was pressed to seek the 
White House. “If drafted I will not 
run, if nominated I will not accept and 
if elected I will not serve,” Strickland 
said. “So, I don’t know how more 
crystal clear I can be.” 

Strickland has been mentioned 
prominently by many political handicappers, who note his popularity as both 
governor and a former member of Congress. More important, he hails from OHIO, 
the state which decided the 2004 election. Although Strickland was a passionate 
early supporter of NEW YORK Sen. Hillary Clinton’s campaign to earn the nod that 
eventually went to Obama, Strickland said he is committed to helping the ILLINOIS 
Senator win the White House for Democrats in the fall. (ABC NEWS)

GOVERNORS IN BRIEF: State fire officials said arson is the likely cause of the 
fire that severely damaged the TEXAS governor’s mansion last week. Nobody was 
hurt in the blaze, which happened around 2:00 a.m. The 152-year-old mansion has been 
unoccupied since a major renovation started last year. Gov. Rick Perry (R), who was 
in Europe on a trade mission at the time of the fire, said he was “heartbroken” over the 
damage. He also vowed that the mansion would be rebuilt, “whatever it costs” (AUSTIN 
AMERICAN-STATESMAN, DALLAS MORNING NEWS). • PENNSYLVANIA 
Gov. Ed Rendell (D) signed legislation that gives Keystone State municipalities one year 
to adopt zoning ordinances necessary to preserve the Appalachian Trail. Those that don’t 
will get priority listing for state grants and other help in acquiring property in an effort to 
protect the trail (PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER). 

— Compiled by RICH EHISEN

Upcoming stories
Here are some of the topics you will see 
covered in upcoming issues of the State 
Net Capitol Journal:

- Nuclear power
- Prison health care
- No Child Left Behind

“If drafted I will not run, if 
nominated I will not accept 

and if elected I will not serve. 
So, I don’t know how more 

crystal clear I can be.” 
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BUSINESS: The U.S. Supreme Court rules that public employees can sue 
their employer over a lost job only if the dismissal is rooted in discrimination 
based on race, gender or another federally protected category. The decision 

came in the case of an OREGON woman who claimed she was fired primarily 
because her boss did not like her (NEW YORK TIMES). • MISSISSIPPI Gov. Haley 
Barbour (R) signs SB 2006, legislation that requires Magnolia State scrap metal 
dealers to keep records of all their transactions and pay for purchases with checks or 
electronic transfers, which must be held for at least three days. The measure is aimed 
at curtailing the growing crime of copper theft (DAILY JOURNAL [TUPELO]). 
• Copper theft is also the issue in MICHIGAN, where the House endorses a 
package of bills that would bar scrap metal dealers from paying cash for copper. The 
measure, which moves to the Senate, also requires buyers to obtain a copy of the 
seller’s driver’s license or other photo ID, a thumbprint and a signed statement that 
the material wasn’t stolen (DETROIT FREE PRESS). • The DELAWARE Senate 
approves SB 245, which would bar government agencies from taking private land 
unless it is strictly intended for public use, such as schools and roads. It moves to the 
House (NEWS JOURNAL [NEW CASTLE-WILMINGTON]). • The LOUISIANA 
House endorses SB 807, which would allow cable television operators to obtain a 
single statewide franchise rather than negotiate individual deals with each community 
they serve. It moves back to the Senate (ADVOCATE [BATON ROUGE]). • The 
RHODE ISLAND Senate approves legislation that would raise the state’s minimum 
wage by up to 3 percent annually. It moves to the House (PROVIDENCE JOURNAL). 
• FLORIDA Gov. Charlie Crist (R) vetoes SB 996, which would have created a more 
extensive license for cosmetologists, including separate licenses for hair stylists, nail 
technicians and aestheticians, who do facials (ORLANDO SENTINEL). 

CRIME & PUNISHMENT: An OHIO court rules that the state’s method 
of executing condemned prisoners is unconstitutional because two of three drugs 
used in the lethal injection process can cause pain. State officials are considering 
an appeal to the Buckeye State Supreme Court (CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER). 
• ALABAMA Gov. Bob Riley (R) signs legislation that allows the state prison 
commissioner to furlough inmates who are permanently incapacitated or terminally 
ill. The releases must also be approved by both prison medical officials and outside 
doctors (MONTGOMERY ADVERTISER). • OKLAHOMA Gov. Brad Henry (D) 
signs legislation to create the nation’s first stand-alone, long-term nursing home for 
high-risk sex offenders. The bill is a response to the growing number of convicted 
sex offenders who need long-term care, but who cannot be placed in such facilities 
without endangering other residents (SHAWNEE NEWS STAR). • The LOUISIANA 

Hot issues
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House approves SB 144, which would allow Pelican 
State judges to order chemical castrations for convicted 
rapists and other sex offenders. It returns to the Senate 
(ADVOCATE [BATON ROUGE]). 

EDUCATION: Education officials in ARKANSAS 
approve a statewide code of ethics for the Razorback 
State’s 60,000 licensed teachers. The new code includes 
maintaining a professional relationship with each 
student and keeping job skills current (ARKANSAS 
DEMOCRAT GAZETTE). • The LOUISIANA House tables HB 199, which would 
have allowed people with a concealed-carry weapons permit to tote guns on college 
campuses. The author said the measure did not have enough votes to pass (TIMES-
PICAYUNE [NEW ORLEANS]). • The LOUISIANA House endorses SB 733, 
which would allow Pelican State science teachers to use supplemental materials when 
teaching subjects such as evolution, global warming, cloning and the origin of life. 
Those materials could only be utilized upon a request by a local school board and 
after approval by state education officials. The measure moves back to the Senate 
(TIMES-PICAYUNE NEW ORLEANS]). 

ENVIRONMENT: The OHIO House unanimously approves the Great 
Lakes Compact, a measure that would prevent most diversions of water from the 
lakes’ basin. The measure moves to Gov. Ted Strickland (D), who has said he will 
sign it into law. The Buckeye State will become the sixth to adopt the Compact, 
joining ILLINOIS, INDIANA, MINNESOTA, NEW YORK and WISCONSIN. 
Lawmakers in PENNSYLVANIA and MICHIGAN are still mulling similar 
proposals (AKRON BEACON JOURNAL). • VERMONT Gov. Jim Douglas (R) 
signs legislation that declares groundwater a public trust and requires businesses 
that withdraw 20,0000 gallons a day or more to file a report on that usage with the 
state. Businesses would need a permit for withdrawal of more than 57,000 gallons, 
effective July 2010. Most farming operations will be exempt (BURLINGTON 
FREE PRESS). • The DELAWARE Senate approves SB 263, which would 
force utilities to buy credits for each ton of carbon dioxide they release into the 
atmosphere. The money would be earmarked for public energy conservation 
programs, clean energy projects, financial assistance with energy bills for low-
income residents and similar initiatives. It moves to the House (NEWS JOURNAL 
[NEW CASTLE-WILMINGTON]). 

HEALTH & SCIENCE: The LOUISIANA House gives final approval to HB 
318, which would require health insurers to cover the cost of prosthetics up to $50,000 
per limb per year. It moves to Gov. Bobby Jindal (R) for review (ADVOCATE 

In case you missed it
Plastic bags, once considered an environ-

mentally friendly alternative to chopping down 
trees to make paper ones, have become an 
ecological nightmare. As we reported in the 
June 9 issue of SNCJ, states are now aggres-
sively looking to turn retailers and shoppers to 
other options

In case you missed it, the article can be 
found on our Web site at 
http://www.statenet.com/capitol_journal/06-09-2008/html
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[BATON ROUGE]). • Also in LOUISIANA, the Senate approves SB 182, which 
would allow judges to order people with mental illness to seek outpatient treatment. 
Patients would have to be older than 18 and have a history of violence before a judge 
could order the treatment. It also goes to Gov. Jindal, who has indicated he will sign it 
(TIMES-PICAYUNE [NEW ORLEANS]). • The LOUISIANA Senate approves HB 
958, which requires health insurers to cover treatment for autism in children under age 
17. Group coverage for businesses with less than 50 employees would be exempt. It 
too goes to Gov. Jindal (ADVOCATE [BATON ROUGE]). • The PENNSYLVANIA 
Senate approves SB 246, which bans smoking in most public places. The measure 
exempts certain workplaces and entertainment venues, including casinos located 
outside of Philadelphia. It moves to Gov. Ed Rendell (D), who has said he will sign it 
into law (PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER).  

HOMELAND SECURITY: The ARIZONA House approves HB 2667, which 
would bar the Grand Canyon State from adhering to the federal Real ID Act, a law that 
requires states to verify that driver’s license applicants are legal citizens. The bill moves 
to Gov. Janet Napolitano (D) for review (ARIZONA REPUBLIC [PHOENIX]). 

SOCIAL POLICY: In SOUTH CAROLINA, Gov. Mark Sanford (R) signs 
legislation that allows the Ten Commandments and the Lord’s Prayer to be included 
in displays at public buildings (SPARTANBURG HERALD-JOURNAL). 

POTPOURRI: The OHIO House and Senate approve legislation that would 
allow three-wheeled electric vehicles to be registered as motorcycles in the Buckeye 
State. The measure moves to Gov. Ted Strickland (D), who is expected to sign it into 
law (CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER). • A LOUISIANA Senate committee kills 
HB 1295, which would have repealed a state law requiring motorcycle riders to wear 
helmets (ADVOCATE [BATON ROUGE]). 

— Compiled by RICH EHISEN

Once around the
statehouse lightly

PUTTING THE SQUEEZE ON: Former ARKANSAS Gov. and erstwhile 
presidential candidate Mike Huckabee definitely knows how to work a crowd. 
As the Charlotte Observer reports, Huckabee was attending the NORTH 

CAROLINA Republican Party convention recently when Robert Pittenger, a fellow 
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Republican running for lieutenant governor, began to 
choke on a piece of food. The quick-thinking Huckabee 
applied the Heimlich maneuver, clearing Pittenger’s 
throat. Pittenger, who has recovered fully, called the 
former gov’s actions “typical Mike Huckabee,” adding 
that “He’s just a decent fun guy who cares about people.”     

CONGRESSWOMAN DEADBEAT: It has been 
quite a ride for CALIFORNIA Rep. Laura Richardson, 
a CALIFORNIA Democrat who in less than a year’s 
time went from being a city councilwoman to punching her ticket to Congress, with a 
brief stop in the state Assembly along the way. But Richardson has been better known 
of late for a messy default on the mortgage of a Sacramento home she bought during 
her very brief stay under the Capitol dome. While that made national headlines, it is far 
from Richardson’s only recent financial fiasco. As the Los Angeles Times reports, she 
has defaulted on home loans at least six times since 2004, and has similarly run out on a 
variety of car repair bills and other financial obligations. Undaunted, Richardson is now 
trying to reclaim the Sacramento house, which has already been sold to someone else. 

COPY THAT: If imitation is the sincerest form of flattery, then MICHIGAN 
should be downright honored by a recently released report from a GEORGIA 
commission that outlines a “new vision” for the Peach State’s mental health care 
system. That’s because, reports the Atlanta Journal Constitution, the bulk of the 
report was lifted directly from a similar Michigan study published in 2004. The 
Georgia report also apparently kiped heavily from other works as well, though 
none as much as the Michigan document. The plagiarism was in many cases word-
for-word, often appearing to have been directly cut and pasted from other sources, 
all without attribution. One Georgia mental health official admitted she had never 
seen one state plagiarize another, saying such documents “usually reflect the unique 
characteristics of the state.” 

BRIDGE TO SOMEWHERE: At least that is what it the old Route 2 bridge 
between Middlesex and Moretown in VERMONT could be for the right person. As the 
Rutland Herald reports, state officials have deemed the 80-year-old steel truss bridge 
to be unsafe, meaning it has to be replaced. But the Federal Highway Administration 
also lists the span as “historic,” meaning that the bridge has to be put up for sale for 
30 days before it can be torn down and replaced. It is clearly a golden opportunity for 
anyone who has ever dreamed of having their very own bridge, albeit one that, given 
its current condition, a buyer may not want to drive, you know, actual cars on. 

— By RICH EHISEN

In case you missed it
Plastic bags, once considered an environ-

mentally friendly alternative to chopping down 
trees to make paper ones, have become an 
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June 9 issue of SNCJ, states are now aggres-
sively looking to turn retailers and shoppers to 
other options
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