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COLORADO lawmakers
met last week in an historic
special session to tackle
illegal immigration. What
happened there illustrates
how testy the Centennial
State — and the nation —
has become over this
controversial issue.
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Line hardens on illegal immigration in
COLORADO and across the nation

hospitable for undocumented immigrants. The state’s Demo-

crat-controlled Legislature had killed several anti-illegal immi-
grant bills that party leaders described as extremist. In the spring, tens of
thousands of immigrants and their supporters had taken part in the largest
political rallies the state had ever seen. And last month, the state Supreme
Court had struck down an anti-illegal immigrant measure bound for the

N ot long ago, COLORADO's political landscape seemed fairly



November ballot. But last week, Centennial [ N aTaRViV/sY=) /@I s BaYa1 [0

State lawmakers, assembled in a special ses
called by Gov. Bill Owens (R) specifically to '\SA'T%%?ILGEEQU'W Session: DC, MA,
reverse that high court ruling, passed a pack
of bills denying state services to illegal immi
grants and sanctioning businesses that hire S E RIS S EURSES (o MYV Gk
them. While that action marked a fairly signiSSuSu. CA. NY, PA
cant change of course for the state, it mirro
national trend. i?,eg,iﬁlbfiisni;{]\s,;T,Fecess: A

The key measure approved during the s _ ) )

States in Special Session

cial session (HB 1023) will require people 1=ttt Ri W Xe [0 s /- Bk-%
and older to prove legal residency in order Q... Adjourned in 2006: AK, AL,
receive state benefits, including Medicaid, AZ, CT, CO, DE, FL, GA, HI, 1A, ID, IL, IN,
Medicare, unemployment insurance and ene Eﬁ E{h%ék’?ﬂg;,'\gé '\S/”[\)I yN(?’U'\%S\’,RE\’,T’
assistance. Though modeled after a law WA, WI, WV, WY
adopted by GEORGIA in April, COLORAD (S - R 1B I e U BT o]0
legislators — including Democratic leaders Qgigkjfgg‘?!;[‘ 2006: AK"b", AR "a",
touted it as one of the toughest in the natior A=WV VI pir-We] Gr- o] Gy
“This is tough, effective, enforceable and pr; OaR vE\i/v ?a}f"'\l,’\;l’ .L')" V"’\‘”EX T
tical,” said Assembly Speaker Andrew
Romanoff (D), while Senate President Joan Letters indicate special/extraordinary sessions
Fitz-Gerald (D) declared, “At the end of the Source: State Net, 07/14/06
day, everybody who serves in this building a
senators or representatives knows we’re making COLORADO history.”

Immigrant-rights activists were dejected over the Democratic turnabout.
“It's a sad day for COLORADO when our Democratic majority Legislature
brags about new laws that would lead to people being cut off from aid,” said
Bill Vandenberg of the COLORADO Progressive Coalition.

Vandenberg and his fellow activists won't find much to be encouraged
about in other states either. According to a recent tally by the National Confer-
ence of State Legislatures, over 60 bills targeting illegal immigration have been
passed by 27 states this year. Along with COLORADO and GEORGIA's bene-
fit-cutting measures, they include a bill in LOUISIANA toughening the penal-
ties for businesses that hire undocumented workers, a measure in WYOMING
denying some scholarships to students in the U.S. illegally and a MISSOURI
law terminating unemployment benefits for non-citizen workers.

States have been taking action because of Congressional gridlock on illegal
immigration, with the House advocating a border enforcement-only bill and the

Senate favoring a measure that includes not only enforcement provisions, but a

States in Skeleton Session: OH
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guest-worker program providing
a path to citizenship for illegal
immigrants as well. Polls show
that U.S. voters are similarly
divided over the issue, but the

hard-liners appear to have gaine

the upper hand.

That certainly seems to be th
case in COLORADO, where
Democrats have been hammerg
by Republicans for allegedly
being soft on illegal immigration,
attacks which had some politica
analysts warning that the issue
could cost the Dems their legisla
tive majority in the fall. (Republi-
can lawmakers had actually
hoped to get the benefit cut mea
sure on the November ballot,
believing it would bring out vot-
ers who were more sympathetic
to the GOP.)

Tanya Broder, a CALIFOR-
NIA-based attorney for the
National Immigration Law Cen-
ter, however, points out that the
legislative actions in COLO-
RADO and other states are
largely symbolic because federg
law already restricts public aid tq
illegal immigrants. The measure
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Tough times for unions

Organized labor has been in steep
decline for years. According to the -
Bureau of Labor Statistics, union mem- -
bership in this country has fallen from a # h
high of over 30 percent of the overall

workforce in the 1950s to just 12.5 per-

cent in 2005. This drop has been particularly steep in pri-
vate-sector unions, where membership has nosedived to
just 7.9 percent. Several factors have contributed to the sit-
uation, from globalization and improved conditions for non-
union workers to growing employer and political resistance
to unionization. The tumble has also been marked by the
loss of millions of U.S.-based manufacturing jobs. Some
states, however, have resisted this trend, most notably
NEW YORK and HAWAII, which have the highest union
densities (percentage of workforce that is unionized) in the
nation. The accompanying map shows the states with the
highest (above 20 percent) and lowest (below 5 percent)
union densities.

message to constituents that they’re doing something about illegal immigration,”
Broder said. Vandenburg, the COLORADO immigrant-rights activist, put it a little

more cynically. “Every election year needs a scapegoat, and this year...it's beating
up on illegal immigrants,” he said. (LOS ANGELES TIMES, WASHINGTON
POST, ROCKY MOUNTAIN NEWS [DENVER], USA TODAY)

— Compiled by KOREY CLARK
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Budget & taxes

EW JERSEY BUDGET EPILOGUE: Last Saturday, NEW JER-

SEY'’s Legislature passed, and Gov. Jon Corzine (D) then signed, the

state budget agreed upon days earlier, officially ending the impasse that
had shut down the government for a week (see BUDGET DEAL ENDS 6-DAY
SHUTDOWN in July 10 issue @NCJ. Garden State casinos resumed operation
hours later, parks and beaches reopened the following day, and government employ-
ees returned to work on Monday.

A couple of days after ending their budget standoff, Corzine and legislative
leaders wisely agreed to put off a special session on property tax reform until the
end of the month, the 28th or later. “This has been grueling for all participants,” said
Assembly Speaker Joseph Roberts (D). “It will be good to recharge everyone’s
energy.”

Delaying the session will also allow lawmakers to officially pass the constitu-
tional amendment that was part of the budget deal, which, if approved by the state’s
voters, would dedicate half of the proceeds from the new budget’s 1 percent
increase in the sales tax towards property tax relief. (Rules bar the full Legislature
from taking up a constitutional amendment less than 20 days after it receives com-
mittee approval.) “Although it wasn’t intended this way, the timing fits very nicely,”
said Roberts.

In related fiscal news, officials at Princeton University were stunned to discover
that the new state budget denies aid to all colleges in the state “with endowments in
excess of $1 billion,” a category that currently includes only the Ivy League school,
which has an endowment of $11 billion. Princeton officials had been expecting to
receive about $538,000 in state funding (ASSOCIATED PRESS, STAR-LEDGER).

BUDGETS IN BRIEF: NORTH CAROLINA Gov. Mike Easley (D) signed
an $18.9 billion budget for his state, and ablEW JERSEY, the action came
more than a week after the start of the new fiscal year (July 1). But since the spend-
ing plan merely adjusted the second year of a two-year budget passed last summer,
the Tar Heel State was spared the drama of a government shutdown (ASSOCIATED
PRESS, WINSTON-SALEM JOURNAL). « The U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD) announced last week that it has released $4.2 billion to
LOUISIANA and $3 billion taVIISSISSIPPI to help residents of those states
recover from Hurricanes Katrina and Rita (USA TODAY, CLARION-LEDGER). ¢
RHODE ISLAND ’s Supreme Court will return from its summer recess to consider
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whether a pair of nonbinding questions posed by Gov. Don Carcieri (R) will appear
on the state’s November ballot. Carcieri wants to ask voters if they support caps on
increases in local property taxes and state spending, and if they would like the
power to place their own initiatives on the ballot through petition (PROVIDENCE
JOURNAL). «» TheSOUTH DAKOTA Supreme Court, meanwhile, will consider
whether a proposal to repeal the state’s tax on cell-phone companies will appear on
its fall ballot. The sponsor of the measure, Verizon Wireless, had petitioned the
court to take up the issue after the secretary of state disqualified the measure, main-
taining that a legal opinion issued by the attorney general stated that initiated mea-
sures can not be used to repeal existing state laws (ASSOCIATED PRESS, RAPID
CITY JOURNAL). * A pair ofWISCONSIN-based airlines will continue to be

exempt from property taxes, thanks to a decision by the state’s Supreme Court last
Friday. The ruling rejected a challenge yNNESOTA -based Northwest Airlines
Corp. to a Badger State law granting property tax exemptions for airlines that oper-
ate hub facilities in the state (ASSOCIATED PRESS, BRAINERD DAILY DIS-
PATCH).

— Compiled by KOREY CLARK

Politics & Leadership

EDISTRICTING REFORM ON SHAKY GROUND IN CA: Last

month’s historic U.S. Supreme Court decision upholding TEXAS’ mid-

decade redistricting has hurt the chances for another redistricting-related
first in CALIFORNIA.

Democrats in the Golden State Senate, given pause by the high court’s reaffir-
mation that there is nothing wrong with a political party using redistricting to maxi-
mize its advantage as long as minority voting rights are protected, decided to
postpone a vote on a measure (SCA 3) that would turn redistricting authority over to
an 11-member commission until after the Legislature returns from its summer break
next month. “Many Democrats were concerned we were headed down treacherous
waters and, perhaps, in the long run we would eventually regret it,” said Sen. Martha
Escutia (D).

No state legislature has ever voted to give up its redistricting power. In the dozen
states where voting lines are drawn by independent commissions, that authority was
granted by the voters. “It's monumental for a legislature to vote to give up its own
power,” said Sen. Alan Lowenthal (D), the author of the bill. Experts say given that
two-thirds of each house must approve the measure by the end of August in order to
get it on the Nov. 7 ballot, that monumental event is not likely to happen this year.

State Net Capitol Journal



Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger (R), however, has offered lawmakers a tasty
incentive to get behind redistricting reform: “The Govenator” said he will support
the easing of term limits if they’ll agree to change the way CALIFORNIA draws
voting districts. Schwarzenegger said last week that he does not believe term limits
have improved the state’s political culture. He also reasons that lawmakers may not
want to change voting districts, most of which favor incumbents, but they dislike
term limits even more.

His proposal met with support from at least one significant Democrat, Assembly
Speaker Fabian Nufiez, who said, “I'm open to anything voters will support that will
allow legislators a little more time to focus on policy and less on politics.” (SACRA-
MENTO BEE, LOS ANGELES TIMES)

RANK AND FILE REVOLT IN PA: Legislative leaders in PENNSYLVANIA
have had a rough year, losing two of their highest-ranking members — Senate
Majority Leader David J. “Chip” Brightbill (R) and Senate President Pro Tem Rob-
ert Jubelirer (R) — this past May as a result of voter outrage over last summer’s pay
raise scandal. Now they're facing another challenge — from within the statehouse.
Rank and file members, emboldened by the public’s continuing calls for change in
Harrisburg, are trying to institute reforms that would reduce the leaders’ power and
make the legislative process more open. A bipartisan group in the House that
includes at least 59 of the chamber’s 203 members has suggested mandating that all
bills be in final form at least three days before any vote is taken, to give members
time to find out what they’re actually voting on, and banning votes between mid-
night and 8 a.m., the non-prime-time period during which the pay raise was passed.
Another group, calling itself the Jefferson Reform Initiative, wants to impose term
limits on committee chairmen and shrink the size of the Legislature. Although this
isn’t the first time such reforms have been sought in the Keystone State, their
chances may be better this time around. As one of the reformers put it, “We have
good strength in numbers and we have the public to move this forward.” (PITTS-
BURGH POST-GAZETTE)

VOTER ID LAW DRAWS COURT CHALLENGES: Last Friday, with less
than two weeks to go before GEORGIA's July 18 primary election, a Superior Court
judge issued a restraining order blocking implementation of the state’s new voter
ID law.

In his strongly-worded ruling, Fulton County Superior Court Judge Melvin
Westmoreland stated that the law initially passed last year by the state’s Republican-
controlled Legislature requiring voters to present a valid, government-issued photo
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ID, “unduly burdens the fundamental right to U COmin Stories

vote rather than regulates it” and would do
“irreparable harm” to Georgian’s voting rightJaEEEEE Yo RNl eERIRTIIES
Westmoreland, an appointee of former Gov. Cover;itz ﬁstccén;g?o:sfouuﬁ;t the
Zell Miller (D), went on to decree that the 17
forms of ID allowed in previous elections —
including social security cards and utility billg
— could be used in the upcoming primary. T EREEUlRUIIT IRVl
state immediately appealed the ruling to the
state Supreme Court.

That court won'’t be the only one deliberating the constitutionality of GEOR-
GlAs voter ID law, however. A separate challenge to the law was scheduled to
begin last week in federal court, although the judge in that case said it could be
postponed if the state Supreme Court upholds Westmoreland’s decision rejecting
the law. (ASSOCIATED PRESS, MACON TELEGRAPH, AUGUSTA CHRON-

ICLE, ATLANTA JOURNAL-CONSTITUTION)

m States push alternative fuels

m Gay marriage ballot brawl

POLITICS IN BRIEF: The 27 vetoes issued B\ AWAIl Gov. Linda Lin-
gle (R) last Tuesday will stand, since House Speaker Calvin Say (D) announced
— after looking over the governor’s list of potential vetoes the day before — that
the House would not return for an override session this year. “We don't agree
with the governor’s position, but for the sake of ensuring that we pass the best
laws possible, we will take another look at these issues next session...” he said.
Lingle didn’t show much gratitude, however, vetoing the one bill Say asked her
not to, HB 3116, which would have provided basic health coverage for uninsured
children. Lingle argued that the measure would have encouraged families that
already had insurance to drop their plans (HONOLULU ADVERTISER). ¢
ILLINOIS Green Party gubernatorial candidate Rich Whitney said at a news
conference last week that the Democrats have filed challenges to the 39,000 sig-
natures the Greens gathered to qualify for the fall election. The Greens are seek-
ing to field a full slate of candidates for statewide office in the Prairie State for
the first time this year (QUAD-CITY TIMES [DAVENPORT]).UTAH state
Rep. Peggy Wallace (R) has requested a recount of the GOP primary in District
42 on June 27, in which she lost to insurance agency owner Jim Bird by 25 votes
(SALT LAKE TRIBUNE).

— Compiled by KOREY CLARK
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Governors

ILSACK OFFERS EMINENT DOMAIN ALTERNATIVE :In

June, IOWA Gov. Tom Vilsack (D) became one of three governors

this year to veto bills that would have made it tougher for state and
local governments to use eminent domain power to acquire blighted property.
Last week, as Hawkeye State lawmakers were preparing to begin a special ses-
sion in which they will consider an override of that veto, Vilsack offered his own
vision of how eminent domain should work.

Vilsack’ s plan would allow local governments to seize property for eco-
nomic development in neighborhoods where at least 50 percent of the area meets
standards for “slum and blight,” significantly less than the 75 percent threshold
lawmakers wanted. He would also allow the seizure of property to make way for

manmade lakes and airports. The
“Our citizens are worried original bill would have required a
about their rights as property local county board to approve an
airport plan, and manmade lakes

) ] were acceptable only if they pro-
IOWA at a disadvantage in vided drinking water. The governor

attracting businesses that said he would also create an
ombudsman’s office to help citizens

who feel their property rights are
being violated.

Vilsack also defended his veto,
saying that “our citizens are worried about their rights as property owners, yet do
not want to see IOWA at a disadvantage in attracting businesses that will provide
new jobs and opportunities.”

He cited an lowa Department of Economic Development study he says
shows the bill he vetoed would have cost the state at least 1,000 jobs per year. He
did not explain how or why that would have occurred. Republican House
Speaker Christopher Rants was clearly not impressed with Vilsack’s proposal,
calling the governor’s plan “nothing more than a bait and switch.” (QUAD CITY
TIMES [DAVENPORT))

owners, yet do not want to see

will provide new jobs and
opportunities.”

ROMNEY GETS LAST WORD ON BIG DIG PROBE: MASSACHU-
SETTS Gov. Mitt Romney (R) asked for and received control over inspections
and any decisions on reopening the troubled $14.6 billion Big Dig highway

State Net Capitol Journal



project through downtown Boston. Hema ~ “Nobody is saying that
the announcement after 12 tons of concr: Granholm and Hitler are
fell inside the tunnel, killing a woman. Ror
ney also started legal proceedings to oust
chairman of the Massachusetts Turnpike ~ just telling a story.”
Authority, which oversees the project.

“There should no longer be any doubt that the Turnpike Authority has failed to do
its job effectively,” Romney said in announcing the measure. (BOSTON GLOBE,
ASSOCIATED PRESS)

the same person; it's

MI HITLER ADVERTISEMENT DRAWS FIRE : Itisn’t easy to get
MICHIGAN Gov. Jennifer Granholm (D) and her challenger in this fall’s election,
Republican Dick Devos, to agree on much these days. But a recent full-page ad in
the Detroit-basetMICHIGAN Chroniclethat featured photographs of Hitler and
Granholm and accused Democrats of taking African-American voters for granted
earned immediate condemnation from both camps. Granholm called the ad “outra-
geous” and “repugnant,” while Devos called it “appalling,” “despicable” and
“wrong.” Adolph Mongo, the political consultant behind the ad, defended it as a
legitimate way to communicate the idea that Democrats have ignored the African
American community. The ad features the story of Jesse Owens, a multiple gold
medal winner at the 1936 Munich Olympics. Owens, an African American, sup-
ported the Republican presidential candidate in that year’s election, Kansas Gov.
Alf Landon, in part because, like Hitler, Democratic President Franklin D.
Roosevelt would not shake his hand after the Olympic performance. “Nobody is
saying that Granholm and Hitler are the same person; it's just telling a story,”
Mongo said. (DETROIT FREE PRESS)

SCHWARZENEGGER GOES ROADLESS: CALIFORNIA Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger (R) asked the federal government last week to protect 4.4 million
acres of national forests from any new roads for timber, oil or gas exploration or
other development. The governor’s request was in response to a controversial
Bush administration rule that opened millions of “roadless” areas nationwide that
had been closed to such development by the Clinton administration. Although
environmental groups were generally pleased with Schwarzenegger’s proposal,
CALIFORNIA Atty. Gen. Bill Lockyer (D) was not so moved. Lockyer and offi-
cials of five other states have sued the Bush administration over ending the ban on
development in roadless areas. Lockyer spokeswoman Teresa Schilling said the
attorney general’s office would continue with its lawsuit, noting that “There is no
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guarantee the Bush administration will approve the state’s plan or any other state’s
plan.” To date, NORTH CAROLINA, SOUTH CAROLINA and VIRGINIA have

had similar petitions approved by the federal government without major changes.
(LOS ANGELES TIMES)

GOVERNORS IN BRIEF : With the threat of a federal takeover of the state’s
child welfare system hanging overheBdEEW JERSEY Gov. Jon Corzine (D)
signed legislation that removes child welfare oversight from the Department of
Human Services and places it with a newly-created cabinet-level Department of
Child and Family Services. Corzine said making the new department a cabinet-
level agency was necessary because “aggressive reform of this system requires a
degree of focus that simply is not possible under the current structure” (NEW
YORK TIMES). «OHIO Gov. Bob Taft (R) has agreed to receive a public repri-
mand for his conviction last year on misdemeanor ethics violations. The deal was
reached between the governor’s private attorney an@thi® Supreme Court’s
disciplinary counsel. The agreement must still be approved by the 28-member
state Court’s Board of Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline as well as the
Buckeye State Supreme Court itself (TOLEDO BLADHB)LIINOIS Gov. Rod
Blagojevich (D) issued an executive order that, among other things, will require all
Prairie State health care providers to use paperless prescriptions by 2011. The
measure is designed to combat drug errors caused by doctors’ illegible handwrit-
ing on prescription forms (CHICAGO SUN-TIMES)MISSOURI Gov. Matt
Blunt (R) said last week that if House and Senate leaders reach agreement on
toughening laws against fraud by health care providers, he would call them back
into session to pass that legislation and to restore government health care for some
disabled workers. Blunt said previously he would not call a special session for any
reason, but offered to reconsider provided lawmakers would address the two issues
(KANSAS CITY STAR). sNEW HAMPSHIRE Gov. John Lynch (D) said
MASSACHUSETTS Gov. Mitt Romney (R) has agreed to appoint an arbiter to
help negotiate and resolve differences WEW HAMPSHIRE over flood-con-
trol dams (see “LYNCH TO MASS — SHOW ME THE MONEY” in Governors
section of July 18NCJ. Lynch said the Bay State owes his state $3.2 million in
back payments from the Merrimack River Valley Flood Control Compact of 1957
(FOSTER'S DAILY DEMOCRAT [DOVERY)).

— Compiled by RICH EHISEN
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Hot 1ssues

USINESS TheNORTH CAROLINA General Assembly approves leg-

islation that will raise the Tar Heel State minimum wage by $1-per-hour.

It heads to Gov. Mike Easley (D), who has pledged to sign it into law
(WINSTON-SALEM JOURNAL). « Still inNORTH CAROLINA , the House
approves a proposal to allow cable TV providers and other video service providers
to obtain a blanket statewide license. Current law requires those provides to negoti-
ate individual deals in each community they wish to operate in. It moves to Gov.
Mike Easley (D) (WINSTON-SALEM JOURNAL). ¢ In contrastQUISIANA
Gov. Kathleen Blanco (D) vetoes HB 699, which would have allowed Pelican State
telephone companies to negotiate directly with the state to provide broadband
video services and begin competing with cable television companies. Blanco cited
a potential loss of government revenue for her veto (TIMES-PICAYUNE [NEW
ORLEANS]). *PENNSYLVANIA Gov. Ed Rendell (D) signs legislation that will
raise the Keystone State minimum wage to $7.15-per-hour by July, 2008 (PHILA-
DELPHIA INQUIRER). s DELAWARE Gov. Ruth Ann Minner (D) signs legisla-
tion that allows consumers to have credit reporting agencies put a freeze on their
credit reports. Freezing their data will cost consumers a one-time $20 fee to each of
the three major credit reporting agencies (NEWS JOURNAL [NEW CASTLE-
WILMINGTON]).

CRIME & PUNISHMENT : An ALASKA court tosses out a new state law
that makes it a misdemeanor to possess small amounts of marijuana. The judge
ruled that the statute violates a 1975 state Supreme Court decision that allows resi-
dents to have less than ounce of marijuana in their home for personal use
(JUNEAU EMPIRE). « ACALIFORNIA court blocks implementation of SB
1137, a measure that allows Golden State judges to impose jail time on drug
offenders who fail to complete court-ordered treatment. The court’'s decision came
just days after Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger (R) signed the new statute into law. SB
1137 overrides a voter-approved initiative that requires treatment instead of prison
for certain nonviolent drug offenders. Statistics show that three out of four of those
sentenced to treatment never show up for the program (SACRAMENTO BEE). ¢
The MONTANA Supreme Court agrees to review an ACLU request to suspend
executions in the Treasure State until a court can review whether lethal injection is
humane. The state has until July 24 to submit an argument defending its execution
procedures (BILLINGS GAZETTE).
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EDUCATION : Federal education officials

rule thatNEW YORK’s method of testing the Upcomlng EleCtlon

annual progress of disabled students and st (07/13/06 - 08/03/06)
07/18/2006

dents with limited English proficiency does n( . . .
Georgia Primary Election#

comply with the No Child Left Behind law. House (All)

The Empire State was given a year to chan (RSN NIINSY

the system or risk losing federal education Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Secretary
of State, Attorney General,

funding (NEW YORK TIMES). « The State School Superintendent, Insurance

NORTH CAROLINA House and Senate Commissioner, Agriculture Commissioner,
Labor Commissioner

approve a measure that requires Tar Heel S US House (All)

school districts to set aside time every day fENEsee

students to recite the Pledge of Allegiance. [ECIEUICnCIINETAS Cletilely
: H All
now moves to Gov. Mike Easley (D) (CHAR Sgﬁ;?e ((Aﬁ)

LOTTE OBSERVER). Constitutional Officers:
Governor, Lieutenant Governor,
Secretary of State, Treasurer, Attorney
ENVIRONMENT : A NORTH CARO- Qen'eral, Supe_rintendent of F?ublic Instruc-
tion; Commissioner of Labor; Commis-
LINA Senate committee unanimously sioner of Insurance

. US House (All
endorses an 18-month moratorium on new (Al)

landfills in the Tar Heel State. Lawmakers wajiiSeiuezuvy . .
Tennessee Primary Election
to study the effect that a proposed quartet o House (All)
large new landfills will have on the state’s en\ kIt SNTIG.
Constitutional Officers:

ronment before allowing construction to beg Governor

(WINSTON-SALEM JOURNAL). Us Sonste 0

HEALTH & SCIENCE : MISSOURI Gov. Matt Blunt (R) signs legislation
that requires insurance companies to base their medical malpractice rates on their
loss-experience within the state, not losses in other states. Insurers must also give
a 180-day notice if they plan to stop doing business in the Show Me State
(NEWS TRIBUNE [JEFFERSON CITY]). NEW JERSEY officials announce
the Garden State will resume Medicaid coverage for prescription impotence
drugs like Viagra. The state stopped coverage for the medications last year in an
effort to cut rising Medicaid costs, a decision that was reinforced when it learned
that dozens of convicted sex offenders were legally obtaining the drugs through
the taxpayer-funded program (STAR-LEDGER [NEWARK]).

HOMELAND SECURITY : TheCOLORADO House and Senate endorse
HB 1023, which would require applicants for taxpayer-funded benefits to show
they are U.S. citizens or legal permanent residents before receiving those ser-
vices. The measure moves to Gov. Bill Owens (R), who says he will sign it into
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law (DENVER POST). €COLORADO lawmakers In case you missed it:
also approve HB 1017, which requires Centennig Immigration has become a flashpoint
State business owners to verify that new hires arjiSt A CIRUERSHTEIEI RS CICERUERel IS
_ _ der Mexico — TEXAS, CALIFORNIA,
legal U.S. residents and to keep copies of every [Nyt NN RN Sl Y S (o e TR s
employee’s documentation. A business found vidR eI EEE I N
. ] ] approaches to dealing with this situation.
ing the law could be fined $5,000 for the first offe N R R R I R e e L R e
and $25,000 for each additional offense. The bill [Nt At
spend $5 million to place cameras along
migrates to Gov. Bill Owens (R), who says he wiliSE el e CIRVGRILEIEEESRGEY

. . capture being streamed in real time onto a
sign it (ROCKY MOUNTAIN NEWS [DENVER]). [EVyeius open to the public. On
« The COLORADO House and Senate also endo i St ErL

examined the ongoing debate over Perry’s

a measure that would place a proposal on the plan.
November ballot to allow the state attorney gene In case you missed it, the article can be
to sue the federal government for not enforcing @ found on our Web site at http://
rent immigration laws (NEW YORK TIMES). . statenet.com/capitol_journal/06-12-2006.
Meanwhile, aCOLORADO Senate committee kills
HB 1018, which would have forced employers to ask prospective employees for
specificCOLORADO identification. Ski and agricultural businesses opposed the
bill because they depend on out-of-state labor to fill seasonal jobs (DENVER

POST).

SOCIAL POLICY : TheMASSACHUSETTS Legislature postpones a vote
on a proposed constitutional amendment banning gay marriage in the Bay State.
Lawmakers moved the vote to Nov. 9, two days after many lawmakers face re-
election. The decision to put off the vote came days after the state Supreme Judi-
cial Court validated the proposed constitutional amendment. Lawmakers must
approve the proposal this year and next in order for it to go before voters as a
2008 ballot measure (BOSTON GLOBE, NEW YORK TIMES). « T&eN-
NESSEE Supreme Court rules that parents of children being raised by someone
besides the other parent still have an obligation to pay child support. The ruling
stemmed from the case of a Volunteer State man who claimed he should not have
to pay child support after the death of his ex-wife because their kids were being
raised by her parents, who had no specific court order compelling him to pay the
support to them (TENNESSEAN [NASHVILLE]).

POTPOURRI: HAWAII Gouv. Linda Lingle (R) signs legislation that
requires the state and county governments to develop plans to provide interpreta-
tive services and translated documents for people with limited English skills.
More than 26 percent of Aloha State residents speak a language other than
English in the home (HONOLULU ADVERTISER) LOUISIANA Gov. Kath-
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leen Blanco (D) vetoes HB 1380, which would have guaranteed a child the right
to see the body of a deceased parent before it is sent to burial or cremation
(ADVOCATE [BATON ROUGE]). * TheNORTH CAROLINA House approves
legislation that would bar drivers under the age of 18 from talking on a cell phone
while driving. The measure would exempt conversations with parents, law
enforcement and spouses. It roars off to Gov. Mike Easley (D) for review (WIN-
STON-SALEM JOURNAL). * TheCALIFORNIA Supreme Court rules that out-
of-state parties cannot surreptitiously record telephone conversations with a per-
son in the Golden State, even if doing so is legal in the state they are calling from
(LOS ANGELES TIMES).

— Compiled by RICH EHISEN

Once around
the statehouse lightly

CREWBALL TAX OF THE YEAR s applied to drug dealers in TEN-

NESSEE. No, not Eli Lilly & Company or the local pharmacist. The deal-

ers in question peddle cocaine, marijuana and other illegal drugs.
According to theéNashville Tennesseadealers are required to buy tax stamps,
much like those for tobacco and alcohol. If this sounds like the dumbest tax assess-
ment in human history, don’t be so quick to judge. As expected, the state actually
sells very few of these tax stamps to dealers. The money rolls in when one of the
dealers is nabbed by police or the feds and the state then sues the nabbee for back
taxes. That is precisely what happened to Jeremy Robbins not long ago. Arrested
on federal charges, Robbins was ordered to pay back taxes on marijuana he wasn’t
supposed to have. Last week, a TENNESSEE judge tossed the tax law as unconsti- @
tutional because the very act of buying the tax stamp was tantamount to a person
incriminating himself. Could cost the state as much as $3 million.

IVY LEAGUE INSULT: When the NEW JERSEY Legislature finally passed
a budget last weekend, it delivered a poke-in-the-eye to one of the state’s most
prestigious institutions. As th&tar-Ledgereports, the budget contained a one-
sentence footnote that denied state aid to any college or university with an endow-
ment over $1 billion. How many such institutions lie within the NEW JERSEY
borders, you ask? One. Princeton. A private independent university, Princeton
sports an endowment in excess of $11 billion and was scheduled to receive only
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$538,000 from the state — a mere pittance
Still, it was difficult to hold that Tiger, or at
least keep its mouth shut. “We always thoUQ i e———
f | di t t” sniffed State Net's database tracks tens of
ot ourselves as a good Investment,” snifte thousands of bills in all 50 states at
Princeton official. No other university Come N R I Nt e
close to the legislative threshold. Drew Uni-gWaEE R ETGVRWVICR
versity’s endowment ranks second, and it i NI S ets e ReT o 11Tl Pre
less than one-quarter of Princeton’s. week: 306

In the Hopper

Number of 2006 Intros last week:
JUSTICE AT LAST: It's been quite 240

some time since Grace Sherwood was con-JENEIilels gel feT [ER=TareTed d=Te 2oTofo] o} d=Te)
victed of being a witch, but justice delayed (SSERESIEAS
justice nonetheless. So, last week, VIRGINI 2'\'1%22” of 2006 prefiles to date:
Gov. Timothy Kaine issued a pardon, resto
ing her good name. The event took place,
reports the Associated Press, at a ceremo
re-enacting the 300th anniversary of Sher- gyg:g,e, r.r? 2382:0268%25 opted
wood’s “ducking” — a trial of sorts designed

Number of 2006 Intros to date:
96,293

to determine whether a person was or was — Compiled By JAMES ROSS
. . . (Measures current as of 07/13/06
a witch. An accused was guilty if he or she Source:State Net

floated in the river. Sherwood floated.

WHAT'S IN A NAME? Plenty, in TEXAS. Gubernatorial candidate Richard
Friedman, it has been decreed, shall be known on the ballot this November as
“Richard Kinky Friedman,” reports theéouston ChronicleFriedman had asked
Secy. of State Roger Williams for the official designation because, as an enter-
tainer, he is known the world over as “Kinky Friedman.” Unfortunately, the same
status was not granted to Friedman’s fellow independent candidate — state Comp-
troller Carole Keeton Strayhorn. She had wanted her ballot designation to read
“Grandma Strayhorn.” The secretary deemed Strayhorn’s moniker a “political slo-
gan” rather than a recognized nickname.

ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL: They've been married for 25 years, so some-
thing must be going right in the Ippel household. But politics does not seem to be
one of those things. According to KCCIl.com and the Associated Press, husband
Jeff and wife Pam could oppose each other for a seat in the KANSAS Legislature
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in this November’s election. Pam is on the ballot, having run unopposed for the
Democratic nomination in next month’s primary. Jeff is in a three-way Republican
tussle, and his GOP opponents are crying “sham,” accusing the couple of trying to
confuse voters. The Ippel’'s deny it. Republican voters get to decide.

— By A.G. BLOCK
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